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Mission
Honor Flight DFW is dedicated to honoring our country’s veterans for the
sacrifices they have made to keep our nation safe by providing them with an all
expense paid overnight trip to visit the memorials in Washington, D.C., those
memorials which symbolize the spirit, sacrifice, and commitment of these
American heroes.
President Reflections of 2020
Many times on the HFDFW trips, you'll hear us say, "We leave as strangers
and come home a family." It is so true. The bonds formed on the trips are real.
The memories made on the journey last a lifetime not only for the veteran but
also for their families, guardians, the flight support staff, and those on the
ground supporting the mission.
In the past nine months, we have lost an unprecedented number of veterans
who have traveled with HFDFW. To the families, we know that your loss is
significant and that you're grieving. Your HFDFW family is thinking of you and
your loved ones. Our prayers are that your sweet memories give you comfort
and peace.
Often when a family member lets us know about the passing of their loved one,
they talk about how much the trip meant to both the veteran, their family, and
guardian. The trip of 36 Hours of Honor has lasting memories. Long after their
journey, the veteran will say: "I have memories that will last a lifetime," "I had
1

Honor Flight DFW

2020 Annual Report

December 12, 2020

thought everyone forgotten," "This was a trip of a lifetime," "Since my HFDFW
trip, I do still have nightmares, but they are not as frequent and are less
disturbing."
It is very gratifying to know that the HFDFW journey is near and dear to the
veterans, and that the positive impact the veterans' experience is long-lasting.
The support that the veterans and their families show HFDFW after their flight
confirms that the mission is valuable and needed.
The HFDFW Mission Continues
It was disheartening to cancel Honor Flights DFW’s travels, events, and golf
classic in 2020, but sadly unavoidable. We wish we had a crystal ball to tell you
when the day will be that we can travel again, but rest assured when we know
that we can safely travel again, we'll be
back in business and Ready to Roll.
The first flight out will be HFDFW#44.
Flight #44 is an exceptional flight carrying
thirty-eight of our military's best. They are
waiting patiently to experience their 36
Hours of Honor.
As we anxiously await the return to travel,
Mr. K. (100 years old on December
29) awaits the departure of Honor
Flight DFW #44. HFDFW
celebrated Veterans Day 2020 with
parades at six retirement
communities

we like to reminisce about past
flights and recall how different each flights
and recall how different each flight is……
each flight takes on a personality of its
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very own; each one touches out hearts and makes us wonder what adventures
lay ahead.
Flight #44’s roll call stands at twelve WWII veteran’s, fifteen Korean vets, and
eleven Vietnam vets. Incredibly we have 17 veterans who are 90 years plus
years old plus, two who turned 100 in 2020 and one veteran who celebrated his
102 birthday in 2020!! Ten veterans are 85 years old and older, and eleven are
65-74 years old.
Plans Were Underway for the 2020 Flying Season
The planning and
formation of an HFDFW
trip begins months before
the travel date.
By the beginning of
November 1, 2019, plans
were all underway for the
2020 flying season. The
dates for the trips were
selected. Reservations
and deposits were made
for hotels, meals, and
tour buses. The airline
ticket reservations for the
spring flight were made
and confirmed with
deposits. In late February,
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airline ticket reservations and deposits for the two fall flights were finalized.
We would like to thank the
*** Note all 2020 deposits were returned to HFDFW.
We are grateful for the companies who have supported the mission of HFDFW.

By late January of 2020, all of the Veterans, guardian, and support team for
Trip #44 had been contacted and confirmed and scheduled to depart on May 8
and return May 9.
A Change of Plans
On March 9, 2020, the HFDFW Board of Directors (BOD) assessed the safety
of traveling with the uncertainty of the COVID19. In an unanimous vote, the
BOD postponed Trip #44.
The HFDFW Board members personally called each veteran of Flight #44 to
inform them of the May trip's postponement. Additionally, a letter was sent, via
USPS, to the veterans. The HFDFW guardians and the support team were
informed of the postponement via emails. After all the flight participants were
aware of the delay, an announcement was made to the public via social media
and emails.
In light of the ongoing threat of COVID, on May 21, 2020, the HFDFW BOD
unanimously voted to cancel the two fall flights. The veterans of Trip #44 again
received a phone call from one of the board members to let them know about
the postponement.
Along with the phone call, the veterans received an HFDFW Appreciation
Package in the mail. The package included an HFDFW coffee mug, patriotic
cookies, a reserved HFDFW ticket, letters of appreciation from the public, and
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a letter detailing the decision to postpone the flight. HFDFW volunteers
assembled the packages and included their notes of appreciation of the
veterans.
Contents of HFDFW of Appreciation Package
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HFDFW Friday with Friends
Keeping the HFDFW “alive” with the public and volunteers was essential to the
continued the mission of HFDFW. To enhance the engagement of HFDFW
volunteers a weekly group meeting on ZOOM group of HFDFW volunteers
formed and began to each Friday.

Initially the group’s discussions were centered around the postponement and
subsequent cancellation of the 2020 travel season. As time went by, the group
discussion turned to how we could continue to honor veterans and engage.
The HFDFW ZOOM group found multiple ways of honoring the mission of
HFDFW.
Letters of Appreciation to the US Park Police
In mid July HFDFW received a request
from the BWI (BWI Airport) asking HF
volunteers to join them in recognizing the
US Park Police by writing letters of
appreciation.
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We know the U.S. Park Police through
their assistance in clearing the heavy
traffic when we make our journey from
BWI to D.C. They provide this service
to hundreds of Honor Flights. They
seem to magically appear at the WWII
Memorial to escort our busses over to
the Korean Memorial....securing a prime location for the buses to await the
veterans return.
The HFDFW volunteers joined the effort and sent letters well wishes from
Texas and included dog treats to the canine officers. The packages of well
wishes were well received by the officers.
North Texas Giving Day
HFDFW was blessed by donations of over $26,000 on NTGD. Several of the
ZOOM group set up personal donation pages to increase the donation to
NTGD. Their pages were very successful in raising additional funds for the
NTGD drive.

Veterans Day Activities
Veterans Day was a great opportunity to return to
the mission of honoring veterans and the HFDFW
were anxious to help make the day special for
veterans.
An ambitious goal of honor veterans of six senior
living communities with drive by parades to 450
some veterans living in these communities was
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OPERATION Motorcade Brigade, the planning
began in late August.
Being granted access to the retirement facilities
required a special commitment from HFDFW.
We were honored to work with each of the
communities in order to be able to celebrate
Veterans Day with the veterans.
To coincide with the parades it was decided to
launch OPERATION Never Forget; HFDFW
collected Mail Call not only for the 450 plus
veterans living at the retirement communities but
to also collect mail for the 330 veterans who are
on the HFDFW waiting list. A request to the
public to write letters was sent out to the public
via social media. The generous outpouring of
letters made sure that each Mail Call packages
held 9-12 letters.
The following Press Release describes the efforts of
Operation Never Forget and the Motorcade Brigade

On November 7, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. Honor Flight
DFW (HFDFW) volunteers launched Operation
Motorcade Brigade. The mission is to celebrate the
over 450 veterans living at six senior living
communities with their very own Veterans Day
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Parades. In addition to the veterans, the 4,000 plus
residents will experience the motorcade of vintage cars
and vehicles decorated with a patriotic theme.
Operation Motorcade Brigade is lead by a fellow
veteran, Retired United States Marine Lt.Col. Robert
Emminger. "I've had many honors bestowed upon me
during my lifetime and military career. I genuinely consider
it a privilege to lead Operation Motorcade Brigade to
recognize our veterans on their special day." Emminger
states.
After the parades, there was a special delivery of a Mail
Call packet for each veteran.
Nearly six weeks ago, HFDFW began an endeavor called
Operation Never Forget; a call was sent out to the public
to write letters of appreciation to the veterans' for their
service. The response was tremendous; over 9,000
pieces of mail were received. The outpouring of love was
sent from school children, various states from across the
country, fellow veterans, children of veterans, businesses,
and several writers wrote 100's of letters.
Not only will the 450 veterans at the senior communities,
but also another 330 veterans who are waiting to travel on
an HFDFW will receive a Mail Call packet.
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Both Veterans Day initiative were very successful. We received numerous
letters of thanks for the veterans, family members and from the senior living
communities.
CC Young Parade
https://youtu.be/oqx5rDMatbU

Presbyterian North Villages Parade
https://tinyurl.com/ycnz4v93

Highland Springs
https://tinyurl.com/y6vdob5a

Looking Forward to 2021
We will patiently await the day when we return to travel. Our medical team has
been most helpful in guiding us through the understanding of COVID-19 and
how it relates to the safe travel of veteran. Their expertise will enhance our
ability to ready the veterans, support team, and volunteers when it is safe to
return to travel.
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The 9th Annual HFDFW Golf Classic will take
place at Cowboys Golf Club on March 29, 2021.
Tee time is 1:30 p.m.

HFDFW will continue to look for ways to honor veterans with community efforts.
As we reflect on this very unusual year and how we—HFDFW—has had to
adapt to the challenges of 2020 to continue to find ways to honor veterans, we
realize that YOU, our donors and supporters, have continued to lift us up with
your continuous donations.
You continue to donate your time, your notes of encouragement, and your
monies. Be assured every type of donation will be used to honor veterans.

In conclusion
It has been my honor to serve alongside the HFDFW BOARD in 2020. I am
very proud of the dedication that each of you brings to the mission of HFDFW. I
thank you on behalf of all of the veterans’ lives that you have touched with your
work for HFDFW. YOU make a difference.

11

Honor Flight DFW

2020 Annual Report

December 12, 2020

"I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” ~ Maya Angelou
Respectfully,
Melaine ‘Tudy’ Giordano MS, RN
President Honor Flight DFW
12-12-20
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